
YOU



Because of YOU our church changes lives!
Your generosity changes lives. Our combined generosity extends
the limitless love of God and the mission of Jesus to our neighbors
near and far.
At FCC we understand ourselves to be disciples because we
have heard Jesus’ call, “Follow me.” The story of who we are as
church unfolds as we journey with Jesus on the discipleship
pathway:

We embrace God’s creation as we worship in community and
develop holy friendships.
We explore God’s purpose for our lives by discovering our
sacred purpose and practicing dynamic spirituality.
We extend love and respect to all through our joyful generosity and
sharing our faith with others.

This Pathway Report provides just a glimpse of the ways your generosity helps change lives.
In the following pages you will discover how our commitment to serve and give made
ministry a reality over the past year. It is the story of how we live out our mission together.
It is a picture of how our combined financial resources undergird our mission and core values.
It shows exactly how your giving supports the work that we do together. Your commitment
helps us set vision and priorities for the year ahead. Whatever you give, remember that at FCC
stewardship is never just about money. We practice generosity as a way of life, as a spiritual
discipline of discipleship, as a commitment to change lives in the name of Christ.

Beth & Robin

The ministries of First Christian Church are fueled by our collective commitments of time and
money and YOU are an important part of our journey, so take a moment to check out this
PATHWAY REPORT and let’s celebrate all we’ve accomplished together living our faith inside
out! Because our church really does change lives.



’22-’23 FCC LIVING INSIDE OUT



worship music livestream preaching creation-care small-groups potlucks

WORSHIPING COMMUNITY
$103,098
19%

WORSHIPING
COMMUNITY

HOLY FRIENDSHIP

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

Intergenerational All-Church
Retreat

Strengthen Regional
Connections

HOLY
FRIENDSHIP
$45,967
9%

The church is a worshiping community,
people who live as followers of Jesus.
Because God does what God does—
saves, heals, restores, renews, refreshes,
we are to do what we are to do—praise,
adore, give thanks, worship, together.

Worship is the heart of our life
together at FCC and so we are
constantly creating worship
experiences that are alive, fresh,
engaging, exciting, inviting,
authentic, and intergenerational.
As we worship online and in
person through music, prayer,
artistic expression, and spiritual
practice, we are transformed into
the people God calls us to be.
As people of the table we are
reminded of our covenant with
God and with one another as we
strive to welcome all, as God has
welcomed us.

Holy friendships are mutual and
sacred relationships deeply formed
in God’s love. More intentional,
more intimate, more vulnerable, in
holy friendship we incarnate (bring
to life) God’s love to one another.

Blessed be God, Source of all mercies and consoling, who comforts so that we can
comfort those in trouble with the same comfort God has given us. 1 Corinthians 1:3-4

This is my commandment: love one another as I have loved you.There is no greater
love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. And you are my friends. John 15:12-14a

“Warm, welcoming, caring, open,
involved, genuine, accepting...”
These are some of the words that
have been used to describe FCC.
We work hard to create an
environment where people can
experience a loving God and build
meaningful relationships. Groups
like Men’s Fellowship, Young Adult
gatherings, and Mothering
Together provide space for
connection and support in our
shared life.
Projects like our Picture This
Narthex Update create space for
building holy community with one
another.

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

Worship & Wonder space for
older children
Creation Care emphasis



You were created with a sacred
purpose to share the love and
grace of God, to work for justice
and peace, to bring healing and
wholeness into this fragmented
world. This work is the intersection
of your heart’s deep gladness and

the world’s great need.

SACRED
PURPOSE

DYNAMIC SPIRITUALITY

teaching hospitality serving bible study sunday school spiritual formation

We know that God makes everything work together for the good of those
who love God and have been called according to God’s purpose. Romans 8:28

May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be
pleasing in your sight, LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer. Psalm 19:14

SACRED PURPOSE
$43,178
8%

From toddlers to school age children, from emerging
seniors, intentional faith development is as disciples.
In small group settings, Sunday School classes, prayer
and spiritual disciplines, we are free to explore and
grow in our faith, finding strength in our diverse beliefs.
Through prayer, study, and discernment we discover
our life stories are woven into the bigger story–God’s
story.
At FCC all ages are encouraged to know, love, and
serve God within community.
Faith formation is active and intentional, a living
breathing part of everyday living.
When we practice faith, we are drawn closer to the
heart of God, shaped in the image of Christ, and
empowered by the Spirit to become the people of
God.

Dynamic Spirituality is the
practice where we as followers
of Jesus seek to connect to the
divine nature of God. A vital
part of discipleship, our faith
practices form us in the image
of God, shaping us to reflect
God’s presence in the world.

FCC has a long history of financially supporting people as
they study and prepare for vocational ministry. Your gifts
enable seminary students to thrive in their theological
education. Encouraging and empowering people to
discover and use their gifts in ministry is part of our DNA.
As we look forward in our own faithful journey, we are
excited to offer SHAPE classes this fall to explore spiritual
gifts, abilities, passion, and heart for ministry. Because
you share your heart, our church changes lives.

DYNAMIC SPIRITUALITY
$61,507
11%

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

Nurture new small group
leaders

Develop additional small
groups

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

SHAPE Spiritual Gifts Class

Leadership Retreat



Our Local Ministry Partners:
Lovelady Center Vincent Elementary
Back-Pack Buddies Oak Mountain
Ministries Way Station Debbie Blue
Food Pantry Gay Straight Alliance
Clubs at Spain Park and Oak Mountain
High Schools

We give 2% of total offerings to support
local outreach.

The Gospel is an intimate message of goodness, a
story that authentically rings true because God is
active in the world right now. We are a sent people
with a story to tell and a faith worth sharing.

Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations. Matthew 28:19a

COMMUNITY
CONNECTION

$54,925
10%

TAN
$126,500
24%

FAITH WORTH SHARING
$184,424
34%

We share our gifts - our time,
our service, our resources -
because we want and need
to give as an act of worship
in joyful generosity to a
loving God. Giving as an act
of worship moves us beyond
duty to delight.

Disciples Mission Fund (DMF) brings the whole Church together, connecting
us to the life-giving and life-saving work we have been called to do.When you
give to FCC you support DMF-funded regional and general ministries
offering opportunities for Disciples to serve as missionaries, attend college or
seminary, advocate for the least of these, and so much more. We give 8% of
total offerings to support the important work of DMF.

We extend radical hospitality as we share
the stories of our faith, extend welcome to
people of every age, perspective, and
identity, and serve our community with
love. We have taken bold steps to
become an Open and Affirming
congregation and continue to work to
create an inclusive community that
embraces all of God’s beloved people.

FAITH WORTH SHARING
JOYFUL

GENEROSITY

outreach week-of-compassion global ministries inclusive community events

JOYFUL GENEROSITY
$98,993
19%

Faith Worth Sharing
budget includes The
Adventure Nook (TAN),
our preschool ministry,
as well as countless
community groups who
use FCC throughout the
week.

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

Accessibility updates to
sanctuary & bathrooms

Increase participation in
interfaith ministry

DREAMING TOGETHER
for the future:

Establish a Legacy Fund

Take a step up in Generosity



Sacred
Purpose
$43,177
8%

Dynamic
Spirituality
$61,508
11%

Joyful Generosity
$98,993
19%

Faith Worth Sharing
$181,425
34%

Holy
Friendship
$45,967
9%

Worshiping
Community
$103,098
21%

Virgina Crim

WORSHIPING COMMUNITY

“The first Sunday I served communion was powerful for me. I
truly felt like I was serving Christ and sharing Christ with others
as they worshiped. I love helping others experience God in
worship. I’m so grateful to be a deacon at my beloved church.”

“When my family came from Puerto Rico, FCC surrounded us
with God’s love. Every person was so welcoming and concerned
about our well-being. The people here are my true friends.”

Edith Carreras

HOLY FRIENDSHIP

“FCC quickly became my family, nurturing and encouraging
my faith journey and giving me space to explore my own sense
of calling. The financial and spiritual support of my church family
enables me to pursue my theological education.”

Chrys Beckley

SACRED PURPOSE

“Teaching Sunday School forced me to read the Bible more
faithfully. Even more importantly, interactions and discussions
among Sunday School members have taught me to listen to
other’s perspectives, challenging me to grow in my own
discipleship.”

Hugh Henderson

DYNAMIC SPIRITUALITY

“I’m happy to give, whether time or resources, because believe
those gifts will have a positive impact on the lives of others.
Generosity teaches me to always trust that God is transforming
my gifts into blessings for God’s world.”

Larry Grill

JOYFUL GENEROSITY

“I didn’t believe I could serve God in the church until I found
my way to FCC. Here I discovered a multitude of ways I could
serve and lead in ministry, helping other LGBTQ+ persons to
find their place in God’s family.”

Laura Perry

FAITH WORTH SHARING



While there are many ways to support the congregation, our annual campaign provides a
chance to think in a particular and prayerful way about choices we make with our money in
support of the church. Without your gifts, we would not be able to engage in the programs,
projects, ministry, and worship experiences that define our community life.
How many more lives can be changed because you and I have decided to grow in our own
giving? Imagine more people being able to say, “Because of you, our church changes
lives.”What next step can you take in your generosity journey?

15% 12% 10% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4% 3% 2% 1%

20,000 250 200 167 150 133 117 100 83 67 50 33 17
30,000 312 250 208 188 200 146 125 104 83 63 42 21
40,000 500 400 333 300 267 233 200 167 133 100 67 33
50,000 625 500 417 375 334 292 250 208 167 125 83 42
60,000 750 600 500 450 400 350 300 250 200 150 100 50
75,000 938 750 625 563 500 438 375 313 250 188 125 63
100,000 1250 1000 833 750 667 583 500 417 333 250 167 83
125,000 1563 1250 1042 936 832 728 624 521 417 313 208 104
150,000 1875 1500 1250 1125 1000 875 750 625 500 375 250 125
200,000 2500 2000 1667 1500 1334 1166 1000 833 667 500 333 166

ANNUAL
INCOME

CHALLENGE GIVING DISCIPLESHIP GIVING GROWTH GIVING ENTRY LEVEL GIVING

WOULD YOU CONSIDER TAKING THE 1% CHALLENGE?
Find where YOU are on the chart (your annual income and current monthly giving).

Move to the left to determine how much you are willing to grow your monthly giving.

WILL YOU TAKE THE NEXT STEP IN GIVING?
This chart represents the number of First Christian families who give consistently (by range)
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HOW TO USE THE STEP UP IN GIVING CHART
The chart above shows how to offer a specific portion of your income to help our church change lives.
While stewardship is about so much more than money, it is impossible to avoid talking about the need
for adequate financial support. Stewardship is the way in which we use all the resources that God has
entrusted to our care –including our income – so that we can change lives.
Prayerfully consider your financial commitment. What would it look like to take a step up in giving?
Are you considering making a first time commitment? Could you increase your gift by 1%? More? How
is God calling you to be faithfully generous knowing that because of you, our church changes lives?




